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BOUTIQUE chain Z Hotels has opened the
doors to its fifth London property Z City, in the
heart of the City of London.
The 109 room hotel offers guests urban luxury

at an affordable price, with room rates from just £60 per
night. A designer conversion of a former office building, Z
City is situated on Fleet Street, neatly nestled between
Aldwych and Ludgate Circus, and will offer a range of Z
Double, Queen, Accessible and Inside rooms.

Each bedroom features the latest 48” LED HD TV’s with
a full selection of Sky Sports and Sky Movies at no extra
cost, power showers and free Wi-Fi. See thezhotels.com
or call 020 3551 3700.
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HOLIDAY lettings agency Best of Suffolk are
experiencing a record-breaking January with
bookings up by 35 per cent on last year.

Coastal holidays in seaside towns such as
Aldeburgh and Southwold remain popular although
many bookings favor the Suffolk countryside and the
towns of Lavenham, Long Melford and Bury St Edmunds.

The agency has more than 300 stylish holiday cottages
and sales marketing manager Lewis Lawson said: “We’re
so pleased that people are choosing Suffolk. Staycations
are still very much alive and thriving. Tourism contributes
£1.8billion to the Suffolk economy every year.”
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VILLAAREONTHEUP
HAVING launched with just 20 properties 12 months ago,
theMassimo Villa Collection’s portfolio in Sicily will triple in
size this year offering a greater selection of villas.
Hand-picked private holiday villas, either with pools or
beside the sea, are located by national parks, beaches and
historic villages.
Villas range in size, sleeping two to 28, and style, from
contemporary, coastal properties to restored rural farm-
houses like Il Tanaceto, above, is a beautifully restored
farmhouse set on Etna’s fertile slopes, overlooking the
vineyards. It sleeps 10 and costs from £1,147 for a week. See
massimovillas.com or call 0203 529 8013.
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THE Legoland Windsor Resort Hotel’s Junior
Builder Week from February 12-20 has a swash-
buckling jam-packed programme of pirate-

themed Lego building activities.
From £140, a family of four can enjoy an overnight stay

in a Lego-themed room plus breakfast at the Bricks Fam-
ily Restaurant — and the chance to develop their building
skills with tips from the Legoland Hotel experts.

Special pirate-themed activities will run throughout the
day – children will be able to heave ho and build piratical
Lego models, join in the daily treasure hunt and fancy
dress disco, and families can go up against each other in
the Lego speed build challenge.

Plus, Captain Brickbeard will be on hand to meet little
landlubbers throughout the day. See legoland.co.uk
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LET’SBEAMBITIOUS
IT takes courage to completely change your career path but
for Ginny Stacy-Marks, owner of Mid Balchandy Cottage,
the first taste of running a holiday let has been a sweet one.
Starting a new chapter following the loss of her husband
in 2010, Ginny oversaw the renovation of her five-star luxury
Perthshire accommodation and business is booming.
Ginny said: “I’ve always loved a challenge and deciding
to do something I had never done before continues to be
exciting and rewarding.”
See scottish-country-cottages.co.uk If you are consider-
ing starting a holiday let or seeking specialist advice
regarding your property renovation.

THE exhausted French
fur trapper staggered
out of a deep forest in
Wyoming, weary eyes
alighting on a majes-
tic snow covered
mountain.

Nostalgic for home comforts
and the embrace of his wife he
knew just what that peak
reminded him of.

‘Le Grand Teton,’ he
exclaimed. Big T*t, to you and
me. The name stuck, according
to folklore of America’s cowboy
state. The Grand Teton Nat-
ional Park was established
nearly a century ago, although
the title sometimes causes the
odd titter among more
straight-laced visitors.

But you won’t embarrass the
locals or planeloads of Brits
who flock to this impressive
mountain range, home to what
is arguably the best ski resort
in the US. I’m not arguing. I’ve
skied from Kashmir to Colo-
rado, from Vail to Verbier,
Tignes to Turkey, Morzine to
Morocco, Banff to Bulgaria and
I can vouch for Jackson’s place
at the peak of ’em all.

And it’s not just the superb
skiing that appeals. Where else
do you get to pilot a powerful
snowmobile on a 100-mile

round trip through Yellowstone
National Park?

Sadly we didn’t spot Yogi
Bear or his companion cub
Boo-Boo — the TV cartoon
characters of fictional Jelly-
stone Park. Yogi — with his
catchphrase ‘I’m smarter than
the average bear’, was no
doubt hibernating as tempera-
tures dipped well below zero.

But we were dressed for
whatever nature threw at us:
thermals, ski suit, fleece, wind-
proof, weather-proof survival
suit. It was the nearest I’d
been to a onesie and morphed
me to Michelin Man.

With kit worth $1,000 —
crash helmet, visor, serious
gloves, big boots — I was snug
as a bug, although hardly able
to walk to my gleaming $9k

machine for a briefing: Throw
your weight into the bend, lots
of hand-signals to turn and
stop, brake, throttle, how not
to overturn or bash into a
bison. We’d seen six enormous
males trudging along the
Snake River valley to seek
shelter in the forest.

At 2,000lbs they’d be the vic-
tor in any collision.

Meandering moose and
errant elk must be avoided too,
but the roar of the snowmo-
biles gave wildlife fair warning.
The 700 grizzlies and thousand
black bears which inhabit the
2.2 million acres of Yellowstone
were in hibernation and best
seen in Spring.

Vroom-vroom and we were
off in a crocodile line led by a
couple of experts on a ride of

our lives. Slipping, sliding,
powering round bends, criss-
crossing the Continental Divide
we juddered along at speeds of
up to 60mph (or so one of our
party boasted, but even 35mph
seemed swift) along a snowy
track lined with pines and
spruces shedding powder snow
from their boughs as if shrug-
ging off an overcoat.

We were on a mission — a
date with some old geyser. The
geyser Old Faithful, famed as
the most predictable geograph-
ical feature on Earth, was due
to erupt.

With almost cuckoo-clock
like reliability it did just that.
A spume of hot, steaming
water whooshed 120ft into the
air, hissing for 10 minutes into
the grey chill.

Old Faithful is the pressure
valve for Caldera Volcano
which erupts every 70,000
years. We were standing right
in it. ‘When did it last erupt?’
I asked nervously. ‘Around
70,000 years ago, so we’re
overdue for another. But we
really don’t know diddly squat,’
admitted our guide.

The geyser was discovered in
1870 by an astonished expedi-
tion who named it Old Faithful
for its dependable eruptions.

By 1882 it was often used as
an outdoor launderette. Cottons
came up Daz bright but sol-
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GO: JACKSONHOLE
GETTING THERE: Return flights from London to JacksonHole are avail-
able from £591 with United Airlines. See unitedairlines.com
STAYING THERE: Rooms at Spring Creek Ranch from £131pppn, see
springcreekranch.com or call + 1 307 733 8833. Rooms at Amangani
from £500pppn see aman.com/resorts/amangani or call 1 307 734 7333
Ski Club Freshtracks ‘Ultimate Ski America’ from Feb 26 – March 14.
Twoweeks including transfers, four nights Park City (B&B), six nights
Jackson Hole (B&B), four nights Alta (FB), one day cat skiing, one day
exploring Teton Pass with qualified mountain guides and all transfers
from £2299pp. See skiclub.co.uk/freshtracks or call 0208 410 2022
MORE INFO: See jacksonhole.com; jacksonholewildlifesafaris.com;
scenic-safaris.com


