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Hotels and B&Bs

1. Casa Talia, Modica  
Enjoy sweeping views over the Unesco-listed town of Modica at this characterful stone guesthouse set into the hillside. Lovingly restored
by a Milanese architect couple, the rooms boast wrought-iron beds, antique oak chairs, reclaimed door handles and safes hidden behind
metal oven doors. All have rainfall showers and most have private terraced gardens. Breakfast on home-made jam, bread and pastries
under the fig tree in the garden before exploring the town’s baroque churches and nearby Ragusa, with its steepled duomo overlooking a
jumble of tiled medieval roofs. Or hike along the limestone gorge of Cava d’Ispica. Be warned, though, the ten-minute walk up from the
town centre is not for the faint-hearted.  
Details Two nights’ B&B costs from £230 (i-escape.com). Comiso is the nearest airport

2. Monaci Delle Terre Nere, Zafferana Etnea 
This grand 19th-century mansion is on a 40-acre organic estate on the lower slopes of Mount Etna. The 20 rooms, some rustic with lava
rock walls, some more luxurious with hot tubs on the terrace, feature contemporary art, Italian designer furniture and sleek en suites. Hike
or take the cable car up Mount Etna, then relax by the infinity pool and enjoy the incredible vistas. Breakfast is a treat: local cheeses, fresh
bread and home-produced eggs, all laid out beneath the wooden shaft in the wine-pressing room.  
Details Doubles cost from £84 a night (coolstays.com). Catania is the nearest airport

3. La Foresteria, Menfi  
Learn how to make classic Sicilian dishes, such as caponata, cannoli and cassata, at this rural hotel overlooking vineyards towards the
sea. The talented chef Angelo Pumilia also teaches guests how to make fresh pasta, cook with wine and prepare seafood in the spacious
blue-and-white tiled kitchen. The 14 bedrooms are decorated in a traditional Mediterranean style, with colourful geometric carpets and
ceramic tiles. There’s a pool, a gym and complimentary membership of a nearby beach club that’s surrounded by pines and overlooks the
sand dunes. 
Details B&B doubles cost from €230 a night. Two nights’ B&B costs from €580 (£456), including one lunch and dinner, a half-day
cookery lesson and visit to a winery (00 39 0925 1955460, planetaestate.it). Palermo is the nearest airport

4. Baglio Occhipinti, Ragusa  
There’s a laid-back feel to this family-run guesthouse, where you can enjoy a supper of creamy home-made aubergine parmigiana
beneath the stars. The house, a former winery, has all-white minimalist living spaces dotted with antiques, art books and prints alongside
terracotta tiles and a rustic stone fireplace. Choose from four stylish en suite bedrooms — two at ground level, two in the loft — with
exposed stone walls, pretty ceramic tiles and one with a roll-top bath overlooking the vineyards. After a day of sightseeing in the nearby
baroque town of Vittoria, take a dip in the saltwater pool in the Arabic garden. 
Details From £70 a night B&B (sawdays.co.uk). Catania is the nearest airport

5. Hotel Novecento, Scicli  
Wander around the cobbled streets and marvel at the stunning baroque architecture when you stay at this boutique hotel in a restored
19th-century palazzo in Scicli, one of southeast Sicily’s lesser-known Unesco-listed towns. Some of the nine rooms boast stone-vaulted
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ceilings and original frescoes alongside contemporary beds, fabrics in warm, muted tones and sleek en suites. Have breakfast in the
courtyard garden before exploring Ragusa, Modica and Noto, all within a one-hour drive. The coast is 15 minutes’ drive away.  
Details B&B doubles cost from £70 a night (020 3239 0354, dorisanddicky.com). Catania is the nearest airport

6. Grand Hotel Timeo, Taormina  
It’s hard to beat the panoramas from this elegant 19th-century hotel, where most of the 70 rooms overlook the five-acre terraced garden,
sea or have views towards Mount Etna. All have marble bathrooms and many have terraces or balconies. A free shuttle bus whisks guests
to the sister hotel, with its private beach and children’s club. Tours of the town’s well-preserved Greek theatre, complimentary boat trips
and visits to Mount Etna are on offer. After a day’s sightseeing return for dinner on the terrace. 
Details B&B doubles cost from £184 a night (01202 489040, justsicily.co.uk). Catania is the nearest airport

7. Masseria Mandrascate, Enna, eastern Sicily  
Help to harvest fruit and vegetables, or enjoy more relaxed wine and olive tastings, at this 17th-century fortified farm. Six air-conditioned
en suite rooms are dotted with antique furniture and upcycled pieces, including a bedhead fashioned from an old gate and a cobbler’s
bench transformed into a bedside table. You may spot tomatoes drying in the sun or geese and chickens roaming. Relax by the pool or use
the complimentary bikes to explore the countryside. Breakfast is a lavish affair, with home-made preserves, cakes and fruit.  
Details Seven nights’ B&B costs from £701pp, including flights and car hire (020 8758 4722, sunvil.co.uk)

8. Relais Torre Marabino, Ispica  
Set on an organic wine estate, this small hotel is only a short drive from the south coast’s sandy beaches. Converted from a fortified grain
store, it has seven traditional rooms named after wines produced on the estate, all of which can be sampled at a wine tasting. The
legendary breakfasts include organic juice, home-made cakes, and honey and jam from the estate, all served on the terrace. Take a dip in
the pool, wallow in the hot tub, or hire a bike and explore the surrounding countryside. 
Details Seven nights’ B&B costs from £755pp, including flights and car hire (020 7359 3938, realholidays.co.uk)

9. Pensione Tranchina, Scopello 
Foodies will love this guesthouse in the pretty fishing village of Scopello. Marisin, the hostess, serves up set dinners of sea bream, fresh
pasta and delicious desserts. Breakfasts are a delight, with home-made jam and cakes and plenty of freshly brewed coffee. En suite rooms
are simply furnished in a traditional style. Wander down to a pretty bay where the historic tonnara, or tuna fishery, is surrounded by
fishermen’s cottages and old warehouses. Five minutes’ drive away is the mountainous Zingaro nature reserve, which includes a 7km
stretch of unspoilt coast lined with pebbly coves. 
Details B&B doubles cost from €72, or €110 for half-board (00 39 0924 541099, www.pensionetranchina.com). Palermo is the nearest
airport

10. Verdura Resort, Agrigento  
This swish five-star resort has everything from a sleek spa to a football pitch, tennis courts and three golf courses. The 203 rooms are
decorated in a fresh and contemporary Sicilian style, the best with their own pools and hot tubs, and some with interconnecting rooms. If
you tire of the resort, explore the nearby Valley of the Temples or visit the wine estate of Planeta for a tour and tastings. The on-site
vegetable garden supplies much of the fresh produce for the hotel’s four restaurants.  
Details B&B doubles cost from £200 a night (00 39 0925 998180, roccofortehotels.com). Palermo is the nearest airport

Villas  
11 Casa Zen Blu, Trabia 
It’s all about alfresco living at this sprawling villa near the north coast. Step out on to the huge veranda with lounge seating and a beautiful
tiled dining table. Jasmine-scented gardens lead to a stunning pool with a cocktail bar and a chic lounge area shaded by a gnarled olive
tree. Help yourself to fruit or vegetables to use in the well-equipped outdoor kitchen next to a covered dining area. The four double
bedrooms are decorated in traditional Sicilian lemon and blue, each with its own terrace.  
Details A week for eight costs from £1,459 (020 7193 7302, wishsicily.com). The nearest airport is Palermo

12. Villa Mondello, Palermo  
This stylish villa is ideal for a multigenerational family, with a double and twin in the main house, a cottage with a double and bunk-
bedded room and a one-bed annexe. Inside it’s light and airy with traditional terracotta tiles and colourful tiled floors, giving it a
traditional Sicilian feel. Rent a small boat and explore the beaches along this spectacular coastline, including the tiny bays of the Cape
Gallo nature reserve. Or just rent a sunlounger and relax on nearby Mondello beach. 
Details A week for ten costs from £2,313 (020 3529 8013, massimovillas.com). Palermo is the nearest airport

13. Tonnara di Scopello, Castellammare del Golfo 
On the site of an ancient traditional tuna fishery, Tonnara di Scopello is on the northwest coast of Sicily, to the west of Palermo on a small
bay surrounded by rocky coastline. Guests can now stay in a series of former fishermen’s lodgings and buildings connected to the fishery
(the fishing ended in 1985). Of these, Taverna A is a charming, simply-decorated solid stone building with a private garden. It’s on two
levels and has two bedrooms plus a living room with a sofa bed, and a kitchen — a good choice for families. 
Details A week’s stay is from €1,470 (tonnaradiscopello.com). Nearest airport is Palermo

14. Kalia, Mondello, Palermo  
This high-tech villa has everything to keep teenagers entertained. A projector linked to Sky TV means you can sit in the hot tub and watch
a film, and there’s a well-equipped games room with a pool table, table football and arcade games. Decorated in chic, neutral tones, the
spacious interior has an open-plan area with contemporary furniture. The best two double bedrooms, one with a four-poster, are upstairs.
Two further doubles with adjoining bathrooms are on the lower ground floor. A private chef will show you how to make pasta for lunch
(£53pp) accompanied by Sicilian wine.  
Details A week for eight costs from £3,390 (020 7097 1413, solosicily.com). Palermo is the nearest airport
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15. Villa Ashram, Selinunte  
Picture windows frame views of lush gardens and a lake surrounding this three-bedroom villa near the southwest coast. The new part of
the property houses a kitchen and open-plan living and dining area leading to a furnished, decked terrace overlooking a pretty pool lined
with cacti, palm trees, flower pots and olive trees. Two double rooms have Zen-style bathrooms with rainforest showers next to floor-to-
ceiling windows shrouded by bamboo. A third en suite double is housed in a separate building. Selinunte is renowned for its ancient Greek
archaelogical sites and is close to excellent sandy beaches. 
Details A week for six costs from £1,660 (01223 460100, essentialitaly.co.uk). Palermo is the nearest airport

16. Palazzo Bianco, Ortigia, Syracuse  
This open-plan one-bedroom apartment on the island of Ortigia was once the stable block of a baroque palace. It’s suitably opulent, with a
vaulted ceiling, a king-size canopied bed and plush furnishings. The kitchen is small but adequate, with an electric oven, two-ring gas hob
and fridge, but with plenty of restaurants on the doorstep there’s no need to cook. French doors lead on to a terrace with a sea view.
Wander through the narrow cobbled streets lined with ornate buildings and chic boutiques or cross one of three bridges to explore
Syracuse and the surrounding baroque villages in the Val di Noto.  
Details A week for two costs from £784 (01789 297705, freelance-holidays.co.uk). Catania is the nearest airport

17. Casa Olivo, Sant Ambrogio 
Buzzing Cefalu, with its medieval centre and long sandy beach, is a short drive from this contemporary villa with dramatic sea views.
Designed for summer living, it has an outdoor kitchen complete with barbecue and wood-burning pizza oven, and a large covered terrace
overlooking the manicured lawn and pool. Ideal for three couples sharing, the three double bedrooms with bathrooms are spread across
the main building and two stylish wooden annexes. The main open-plan living area has whitewashed wooden beams and is decorated in
neutral shades.  
Details A week for six costs from £1,803 (01242 547705, akvillas.com). Palermo is the nearest airport

18. Casa Azzurra, Fontane Bianche 
This pretty whitewashed villa overlooking a rocky shoreline has a wonderful wraparound terrace with lots of cushioned seating areas ideal
for taking in the coastal views. Inside it’s very light and bright, with a sleek kitchen in white, graphite and steel. There are two uncluttered
bedrooms, an en suite double and twin with a shower room. Swim off the rocks below or sunbathe on a lounger on the lawn. A sandy beach
is half a mile away and a shop and restaurant are within strolling distance. Visit nearby Noto, renowned for its crumbling baroque palaces,
churches and houses.  
Details A week for four costs from £1,659 (020 3773 9228, cvvillas.com). Catania is the nearest airport

19. Villa Santa Rosalia, Mazara del Vallo  
Ideal for families with young children, this pink-stuccoed villa on the west coast has an enclosed Mediterranean garden dotted with shady
palms and jacarandas, fruit trees and a gated pool with Roman steps and plenty of gnarled olive trees offering shade. Recently renovated,
the air-conditioned villa is well equipped with Sky TV, DVD and CD system and wi-fi, and new appliances in the farmhouse-style kitchen.
There are two double rooms, two cots and two twin rooms, plus a family bathroom and two shower rooms. Most guests prefer to eat on the
terrace, with its grapevine pergola and barbecue that’s ideal for cooking fish and Sicilian sausages from the local market. A few miles away
is a long sandy beach at Tonnarella.  
Details A week’s self-catering for eight costs from £2,350 (020 3603 1160, babyfriendlyboltholes.co.uk). Palermo is the nearest airport

20. Mangiabove, Marina di Ragusa 
Choose from chic self-catering apartments or B&B rooms at this family-run 19th-century converted farmhouse on the southwest coast. It’s
all very relaxed, with a high-ceilinged common room where you can relax by the fire and help yourself to local wine from the honesty bar.
The eight rooms and apartments are decked out in cooling blues and whites, some with their own terraces. A vegetable garden is at guests’
disposal, along with a shop selling basic supplies and local products. A furnished terrace leads to a lovely heated infinity pool with sunbeds
overlooking the sea. The owners, Michele and Emilia, can arrange wine and food tasting, cookery courses and boat and fishing trips.  
Details B&B doubles cost from £82 a night, self-catering studios for two from £651 a week (01202 489040, justsicily.co.uk). Comiso is the
nearest airport

Need to know  

How to get there  
British Airways flies from Gatwick to Catania with returns from £105 and from Heathrow to Palermo from £161. Ryanair flies from
Stansted to Palermo from £39.98 and to Comiso from £39.98. EasyJet flies from Gatwick to Palermo and from Gatwick, Luton, Bristol and
Manchester to Catania, from £71.98. Norwegian (norwegian.com/uk) flies from Gatwick to Catania with returns from £70. 
More information: italia.it
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